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(b) (3)

PaoPoa~) OQ~M!8 ~ AO1K~*

CA!~OQ~ 1. Air mid. upon ray auppl.y aenteri along the

Viet Cong aupp].y and infiltration ooz�rtdor in the lAo. pen

handle theme raids to be oonduct.d by tb VIMI, pomlibly

using n slz* Sud pataib]..y augmented by 1A~ATL

a*i�~ao~� a. Ground foro. aroma-border raids on tbó a$~e

targets by GV$ ~jts up to bitta~ion ~ ai~. and perhaps

aoa~ani.d by ua advisors.

Thai. di~o1.ptjo~i of prapoud courses Of astiori are

abbreviated st~ri.s Of tha aouxa.s ap.3.lsd out in
the� JOS Memorandum devoted to this subject.
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~A~OOBY 3. Iâznitad a.iz� .tz�t~i.. egminit ip.oif~.c 31~ilitaa7

~nd trftiiipoz.tatjon tar~.ta in north VietnLA by w~~ksd

planes f1.ow~ exoltu~ive1.y by non-~ aireravu.

1. I~ response to the first or osoond cAtego~ies of action,

local a~u~tet m itary forces in the cress of attack

would react vigorously, but we believe that none of the

C~iunist powers involved wàud respond with r~Joz� ilitary

n~ovee deaig~d to change the nature of the somfliat Bather

than risk escalation, which must appear to them ucn~eussri
and potentially dia*atrouu to long-term schiev.ment~ of their

objective., they would be nors likely to rely On a Qontlnu.tng

war of attrition And on intensive propaganda and po~.itical
menewiering aimed at isolating the US s~d building pressure

for an inter~atj~l 0033j�esena. to �neutralise South Vietna3n.

Xn any event, the intensity o2� aomeuniat response to Category i

end 2 actions would depend tà some extent upon the acale and

u~nner in which such actions were executed.

2. Air sti�l.kei on North Vtet~ itself (Cat~ory 3) would

evoke shaz�pez� Cov~unLst reactions than air strikes ~onfined
to targets in Lana, but even in this case fear of ei~cnlation
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would probab�y restrain the O~xuzsiats from a mejor military

response. ~oug~ we thiJill it rU.ikely, they ~ni.8~t 1tte~Wt

isolated air raid. on Saigon and other South Vietnejnase citiec

hoping �~.u~LC1~ly to chatter 8outh Vietnamese morale.

3� ~ere are various laoal military or semi-~ilitary

actions, ShOit Of major change in the character Of the confliot,

i~hicb should be considered amang possible Can~uatat responses:

(a) Xmprovenont of ~.oaal air� defenses (�obabiy
~4th s~dittonal AA equipment from North Vietnam and

China)~ di~per~s1 of su~ppliu and troop @onaen~i�*tionc,
and movement 61.ecip]4n. designed to han~sr effective

air attack. Such measures would be htk.2y.

(b) IJit.fl.j.fiCfttic~ of Viet Gong aabumhe4 and

attacke, aoeoe~snied perhaps by the ~re or� ass covert

introduction into South Vietnam of some additional

per.on~.l t~c~n North Viatnim. This response also voald

be likely.

Cc) Sabotage attacks on airfields in South Vietnam
to das*ge their aorsunicsttona f~ciltties, POL depots,
eta., and 1*� possible to cripple planes ~Ir ~

We bel4..ve such attsoka likely.

Cd) * widespread campaign of terrorism against
Americans, including civilisga and d.p.ndenta, jin South

Vietnam, We think the chance. of such a cs~aign woU~].d

be lass than even,

Ce) O~unist forces now In T~.os could a~tet~pt to

seise one or more of the Mekong towns. We believe such

an attempt would be uiLtkoly.
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Cr) J�t~ht.r aiz�azett wou~.d b intz�oduasd into

Xozth Viet~i~~, We think thie l2nht�1~r it ~/avi~ ~i~�

�tz�t1~a ar. confined to tsx~.ta in Xaoe (Cat.goi7 i).
Hovevu, it atteaks az�s initiated against Xoztl~ Vietnam

itsalt (OIt.g0z7 3), obancea of the Cii~iantsta 1#ti~o.

ducing s~s dofsnsiv. air oipsbil4.tY in ~fOz�th Vi.tnsa

would i~ar.sie ippr.aiab3y, mountini ci the sap. and

intensity of the attacks thox.aasd.

~. The intluano. of the on the Ccunist camp in

the Indoahiqa situation is lialtad, and it ants to :LVO~d t~

direct invoj.vÆmont, !4oaoow woul4 c.ztatn2y want to 1~how itself

no less str~ than the Chinsa in apposition to thi U8-i~ponsored

moves. It would almost ou�tai.szIy oon*tde2� that 512 inten3e

tnternattonc,l oa~cl~ against the US could ~anage US iUterG*3t8

considerably, to 8ovi~t wozld~wid. gun, and would ~ot

necessarily jeopardize Bovi.t detente t.ctics on issues of

US�Boviet relations other than Vietnam. Accordingly, the

Soviets would give U&noi vigorous political cr6 propaganda

support, and Would probably place theuse~.Ve5 in the forefront
of those calling for an international conference -- ~nd might

aco~sny this by leading a move in the UN to oonde4 ti2. US.
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Director
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